
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 

“Literature, Science and the Sea” will complement and enhance your science class (although it can be 
taken alone) by looking at how science and fiction both frame our perceptions of the ocean.  Many ocean 
environmentalists—people who worry about acidification, climate change, species extinction, and other 
anthropogenic effects—often draw upon concepts or themes that come directly from literature.  One of 
our key goals will be to study how science has taken up mythic elements (as in Rachel Caron’s writing) 
and literary themes like “sea change” (coming from The Tempest). Moving on to the 19th century, we will 
consider the relation between inner/outer worlds in “Rime of the Ancient Mariner” and Proteus, a film 
about the scientist and illustrator Ernst Haeckel.  Haeckel—who coined the term ecology—shows how 
art, literary vision, and science show profound interrelation.  The next two novels we will read take 
marine scientists as protagonists (The Hungry Tide, Cannery Row) and play with how scientific concepts 
like “ecosystem” and the tides might influence the form of the novel.  This portion of the class will 
consider the interface between land and sea—the coast, the shore—as a dynamic site for storytelling.  The 
last day of class will wrap up with a discussion of sound and the sea and Jack Kerouac’s poem “The Sea,” 
considering sound as both a narrative element and of particular importance in ocean science. This course 
aims to give students a solid foundation in critical reading practices, visual literacy, and opportunities for 
interdisciplinary work between literature and science. Writing exercises will require students to 
incorporate both their reading and their experience in Beaufort.  

 

Required texts: 
The Sea Around Us, Rachel Carson 
The Tempest, William Shakespeare 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner, Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
The Hungry Tide, Amitav Ghosh 
Cannery Row, John Steinbeck 
 

Films: 
Blue Planet, BBC 
Proteus, David Lebrun 
The Tempest (TBA—several versions) 
Science is Fiction, Jean Painlevé 

 

Course Requirements:  
(10%) Attendance (class and fieldtrips) 
(10%) Participation  

 

LIT 390SA: Literature, Science and the Sea 
Duke University Marine Lab  
Summer Session II: 2013 
Location: TBA 
Tuesday & Friday, 9:30am-11:30am, 1pm-4pm 
 

Instructor: Melody Jue  
PhD Candidate, Program in Literature, Duke University 
melody.jue@duke.edu 
Office hours: by appointment 
 



(15%) Essay #1 
(30%) Essay #2 
(15%) Film project 
(20%) Writing Exercises 

Grading Scale: 
A = 90-100% 
B = 80-89% 
C = 70-79% 
D = 60-69% 
F = < 59% 

Attendance Policy: One free excused absence (includes morning + afternoon).  Tardiness of more than 
10 minutes will result in half-credit for attendance that morning or afternoon. 

Class Participation: Students should come to class prepared and on time.  They may be asked to 
participate in group activities, local field trips approved by the Duke Marine Lab, peer-review of each 
other’s writing and visual projects, in-class writing assignments, or other.  

Writing Exercises: These are low-stakes assignments that will help students reflect on the relationship 
between readings, broader cultural issues, the DUML environment, and their own experiences.  For full-
credit, assignments will be approximately 250 words (1 page double spaced) and demonstrate thoughtful 
engagement with the writing prompt.  Points will not be deducted for mechanical errors.   

Essays: Students will write two essays. Essay #1 will be 3-4 pages (15%), on either The Sea Around Us, 
“Ancient mariner” or Beasts of the Southern Wild.  Essay #2 will be 8-10 pages (30%), and focus on 
either The Tempest or The Hungry Tide.  Students will turn in full-length drafts and workshop them in 
class. Final papers will be due on the last day of class.  The purpose of the extensive class-time devoted to 
working on papers is to help students focus on the process of writing, become comfortable with the 
revision process, practice giving feedback on the writing of their peers, and begin to consider writing as a 
social act rather than a solitary exercise.  

Field trips: ... are a required part of the class.  If the student has a compelling reason for not being able to 
participate in the trips, they need to clear it with the instructor ahead of time and arrange for an alternate 
assignment. 

Academic Integrity: Students must abide by the Duke University honor code. Please visit: 
http://integrity.duke.edu/ugrad/iindex.html where you can find detailed descriptions of the code.  
Avoiding Plagiarism: http://library.duke.edu/research/plagiarism/ 

Citing Sources: http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/, 
http://library.duke.edu/research/plagiarism/cite/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Schedule: 

Date/Theme Morning Afternoon 
Day 1: Mythic Science  
 
Tuesday July 2 

Film discussion:  
Beasts of the Southern Wild 
 

Reading Due: 
The Sea Around Us (Selections) 
 
Writing exercise 

Day 2: Proteus 
 
 
 
Friday July 5 

Field Trip:  
NC Aquarium 
 
Assignment: Observe misé-en-
scéne of the aquarium 

Reading Due: 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
 
Film: Proteus 
 
Discuss Essay #1 topics 

Day 3-4: Sea Change 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday July 9 

Essay #1 Due 
 
Reading Due: 
The Tempest (Act I-II) 
 
 

Groupwork: begin 
brainstorming ideas for short 
films 
 
Fieldtrip: “sea change” at the 
docks 
Audiobook: The Tempest 

 
 
 
Friday July 11 

Reading Due: 
The Tempest (Act III-V) 
 
Writing exercise: close-reading 
 
(2010 film) The Tempest 

Adaptations of The Tempest 
 
Peer-review/Essay #1 revisions 
 
Activity: Hawaiian Dance 

Day 5-7: Tides 
 
 
Tuesday July 16 

Film description due (1-2 pgs) 
 
Reading Due: 
The Hungry Tide (pp 3-106) 

In-class work on films—finish 
shooting! 
 

 
 
 
Friday July 18 

**EARLY CLASS (7am-10am) 
Field Trip: Kayaking 
 
Writing Exercise #4: On the 
water 

Reading Due: 
The Hungry Tide (pp 107-187) 
 
Essay #2 topics distributed 

 
 
 
Tuesday July 23 

Reading Due: 
The Hungry Tide (pp 187-end) 

Film: Blue Planet  
 
In-class work on Essay #2  
 

Day 8-9: Marginal Worlds 
 
Friday July 25 

Reading Due: 
“Marginal World,” Carson PDF 
Cannery Row (5-95) 
 
 

 Field trip: local shoreline 
 
Writing Exercise #4: Great 
Tide Pool 
 

 
 
 
Tuesday July 30 

Essay #2 FULL LENGTH 
DRAFTS DUE (8-10 pages) 
 
Peer-review drafts 
 

Reading Due: 
Cannery Row (96-185) 
 
Writing Exercise #5: Ecology 
and Literature 

Day 10: Sounds of the Sea 
 
Friday Aug. 1 

Essay #2 FINAL Due 
 
Science is Fiction, Painlevé 
 
“The Sea” Jack Kerouac 

FINAL FILMS DUE 
 
Watch film of choice! 


